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DESPERATION FUELS RUMORS 

   There’s one sure way to see just how desperate a political party finds itself – the absurd falseness of rumors started as fact with the proof offered also false. And yes, at times, BOTH the Democrats and Republicans are blatantly guilty. But, today, it’s the Republicans and their tactics. 

   Today’s edition brings you the reader a few real jewels, courtesy of Republicans, prompted by one especially demonstrative of the bigotry shown President Obama. 

   This writer receives umpteen emails, many of them forwarded by a local Republican which without opening say hello to the delete key. One recipient took time to forward the email with a “FYI This is not accurate” to all those recipients in that chain. 
   Here is a recap demonstrative of Republican desperation. 
· The “doctored” emails Republicans produced in effort to discredit/destroy the State Department/President Obama as the Congressional inquiries began on the American Embassy attack in Benghazi (the American ambassador and three other Americans were killed in the attack in case you had not heard). 

· Colorado State Senate’s release, “Hickenlooper signs measure to raise utility rates on rural Colorado.” 

· Republican e-mail meant to generate prejudice against the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, now pretty much referred to as the “Affordable Care Act,” but referred to as Obamacare by political bigots.
Benghazi Attack
   CBS Chief White House Correspondent Major Garrett exposed, on air, a tactic Congressional Republicans have come to employ in their obsession to discredit the President. Seldom do such tactics ever get exposed, much less on air, lest “sources” dry up, but this time, Republicans got caught and exposed with their pants down. 

   ABC’s White House correspondent Jonathan Karl reported on misleading summaries of internal Obama Administration emails on the Benghazi attack – “misleading” in more ways than one. Karl’s reporting portrayed that he was quoting actual emails from a White House official and a State Department spokeswoman that he had reviewed. Not the case. Turned out he was reporting on summaries passed on by partisan sources (which is never a good idea) as Republicans had leaked what they said was a “quote” from a White House official and a State Department spokeswoman, when there was no such “quote.” Karl will no doubt move up that cliché “trust but verify” on his list of priorities. 
   Republicans were surprised when the White House made public an entire chain of actual emails which exposed how the emails were doctored and the press was “burned.” CBS’s Garrett showed ON-AIR the emails for comparison, something national journalists say is unheard of. 

   Seeming clueless of just what such a stunt says about Republican tactics, one Republican from Utah is now bullying the White House to release all unclassified documents in connection with the Benghazi attack. 

Colorado State Senate’s News Release 
   Locally, Governor Hickenlooper signed Senate Bill 13-252 on June 5th, a bill that makes several changes to Colorado’s renewable energy standard (RES) “so as to encourage the deployment of methane capture technologies.” 

   The news release from the Colorado State Senate portrays the bill as one “to raise utility rates on rural Colorado,” as though it impacts only rural Colorado customers. Several pages could be written about renewable energy standards (RES), but that’s for another time. Misrepresentation is the subject of this edition. 
   Significant points from SB 252: 

· Provisions of SB 252 apply to Cooperative Electric Associations (CEAs) serving more than 100,000 customers. 

· Colorado has one CEA with over 100,000 customers in 2012, the Intermountain Rural Electric Association (IREA) which has about 140,800 customers. 

· Also affected by the requirements of the bill would be the 18 CEAs supplied with wholesale electricity by Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association. 

   The legislative state and local fiscal impact analysis states:  “Because this bill increases the cap for certain CEAs from 1 to 2 percent, the rate impact of the bill on retail electricity customer of IREA and affected Tri-State member cooperatives including state agencies, could be an increase in energy costs of up to 1 percent. Because future rate impacts are difficult to predict and depend on assumptions regarding the factors identified above as well as an unknown resource acquisition schedule, the exact impact to state facilities is not possible to quantify.” 

   Meeting the Renewal Energy Standard (RES) of SB 252 is complicated without a doubt. Perhaps that’s why Senators released an email so blatantly misrepresenting the provisions of SB 252 – maybe it’s too complicated for them to understand, or maybe they’ve just run out of issues to misrepresent.

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) and Muslims 

   Finally, let’s look at the locally-forwarded email and its outright lies. 

   The claim (lie no. 1) is that “Muslims in the United States are specifically exempted from legislative requirements to purchase health insurance,” and the claim (lie no. 2) that the Internet website, Snopes.com verifies the lie (that’s the rumor check website). 
   What Snopes says, despite what the locally Republican-forwarded email states is on page 127 of the PPACA, is this: 
· “The fact is that the PPACA legislation does not specifically exclude any particular religious groups from its provisions. The bill contains a general “religious conscience” section which sets forth guidelines under which religious groups who have established conscientious objections to certain forms of insurance may seek exemption from its health insurance requirements.”
· “RELIGIOUS CONSCIENCE EXEMPTION – Such term shall not include any individual for any month if such individual has in effect an exemption under section 1311(d)(4 )(H) of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act which certifies that such individual is a member of a recognized religious sect or division thereof described in section 1402(g)1) and an adherent of established tenets or teachings of such sect or division as described in such section.” 

· “For members of religious groups to qualify for this exemption, they would have to be adherents of a religion or sect described in section 1402(g)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code which governs exemptions from the payment of Social Security and Medicare taxes on self-employment income. In general, persons seeking a health insurance exemption must belong to a religion (or sect thereof) which has been in existence since 1951 and has an established history of spurning participation in insurance programs.” 
   “Chatter” across the country among ordinary citizens seems to be picking up momentum and recognizing how much of the rabid rumor mongering attacks on the President is within the hierarchy of the Republic party, confirmed by the President’s approval rating. Take a close look at those the next time they arrive.

   And a good day to you Doug!
Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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